Discussion Instructions

	Prepare: As you prepare to write your first discussion for this week, take a few moments to do the following:
· Watch Models of Non-Fiction Writing: Presenting an Argument (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. in the AU Library’s Films on Demand database
· Watch Evidence in Argument: Critical Thinking (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. in the AU Library’s Films on Demand database
· Review An Introduction to Argument[image: Preview the document][image: View in a new window] 
· Review the grading rubric for this discussion

	
	Reflect: Before drafting your initial post, take time to reflect on the structure of a successful argument. Think about the structure of an argument and how it may relate to your paper. Decide what approach will be best suited to your specific argument.

	[image: Write.png]
	Write (due Thursday, Day 3): In 200 to 300 words, present a plan for the argument you will be presenting in your paper. In a few sentences each, identify and explain the following items for your specific argument:
· Ethos, pathos, and logos
· Thesis statement (the paper’s position), based upon feedback from last week
· At least two claims, building upon last week’s research and assignment
· At least one counterargument and ideas for rebuttal
· Questions or concerns regarding the development of your argument
Please review the Week Two Discussion 1 Initial Post Template[image: Preview the document][image: View in a new window] before writing your response.



Discussion 1: Initial Post
	After considering the information in this week’s instructor guidance and readings, I understand ethos, pathos, and logos to be… (Here, describe ethos, pathos, and logos and relate each to your specific argument for the final paper. What is the rhetorical situation for this academic argument?)

Revised Thesis Statement:
· (Here, write your revised thesis statement.)
	
Claim #1:
· (Here, write a claim in complete sentence form. This claim should be based upon the research you’ve conducted thus far and must relate to your thesis statement.)
Claim #2:
· (Here, write a second claim in complete sentence form. This claim should be based upon the research you’ve conducted thus far and must relate to your thesis statement.)
Counterargument & Rebuttal
· (Here, describe a counterargument you have discovered in your research process.)
· (Share a few ideas you have for your rebuttal against this counterargument.)

	I developed these claims by… (Here, share your experience developing your two claims and counterargument. Did you come up with these claims on your own or are they based upon the research you have already conducted?)
	I revised my thesis statement based on… (Here, describe the changes you made to your thesis statement and why you made the changes. Be sure to explain how your claims relate to your thesis statement, too.)
	After reading the course materials, I have questions about… (Be sure to clearly state any questions or confusion you have regarding research, claims, counterargument, rebuttal, or thesis statements. Your classmates can help you find the answers throughout the week.)
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